
Sunnyside Neighborhood Association 

From: Amy O'Hair 

SNA Sunnyside Representative, Balboa Reservoir Community Advisory Committee 

Secretary, Sunnyside Neighborhood Association RECEIVED 

Date: Sept 12 2019 

To: San Francisco Planning Commission 

Dear Commissioners: 

SEP 1 2 2019 

CITY & COUNTY OF S.F. 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

CPCIHPC 

Please urge the Planning Dept to open San Ramon Way to all traffic at the Balboa 

Reservoir housing site, which was studied as Alternative C in the Balboa Reservoir SEIR. 

The current two plans include only two openings for vehicle traffic into and out of the 

site, at Lee Avenue and Ocean, and onto Frida Kahlo Way near Cloud Circle. By opening 

San Ramon Way, a third street access would be added to the building site, mitigating 

some of locked-in nature of the site. 

When AECOM did the initial transportation analysis in March 2015, they concluded: 

"Extending San Ramon Way would reduce local traffic at bottlenecks into the 

neighborhood .... The extension would likely attract a portion of the reservoir site traffic 

heading to or from the west end and could likely be accommodated without resulting in 

substantial negative effects on the existing Westwood Park neighborhood."i 

The Balboa Reservoir draft SEIR states that opening San Ramon Way to vehicles would 

redistribute traffic from Ocean Avenue and Frida Kah lo Way, where it would otherwise 

contribute to transit delay {p.6-37). It would provide emergency vehicles better access 

to the western portions (p.6-36). Further, this alternative would reduce project­

generated traffic volumes at the Lee Avenue-Ocean Avenue intersection (p.6-37), which 

is identified as a point of heavy traffic congestion (p.3.B-3). 

In 1917, Westwood Park was laid out with the several stub-end streets, including San 

Ramon, abutting its periphery. The original planners naturally envisioned these stubs 

connecting up with new streets in future adjacent residential developments. Connecting 

San Ramon Way might seem an obvious part of effectively developing the site, but 

apparently the barrier to doing so lies far in the past. Page 1/2 
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Sunnyside Neighborhood Association 

ln@?he Westwood Park homeowners association decided that a completed street 

at this location was something they wanted to prevent forever. 

On :f'"'v I') e 3 0 J l 9 55 ~e City and County of San Francisco sold a ten­

foot wide strip of the public street to the Westwood Park Homeowners Association 

(3178/018), for just s1. 3(p. 
Thus a HOA of 600-some households, owning a thin strip of previously public land, now 

stands against a better distribution of traffic, better emergency vehicle access, and the 

alleviation of transit delay. 

The Commission can and should correct this incomplete street. Please urge the 

Planning Department to pursue Alternative C. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Amy O'Hair 
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; Memorandum from AECOM to the SF Planning Dept about Balboa Reservoir existing conditions, 
dated March 17, 2015. http: //defa u I t.s fplan ni n g.org /plans-and-programs /planning-for-the-
ci ty /public-sites/balboa reservoir I Balboa-Reservoir· Study Existing·Condi ti on s· Tran sporta tjon.pd f 
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